
Address41BrookfieldGreen,KimmageDublin 12
AgentDNG
Pretty three-bedsemi-detachedhouse in a cul-de-sacwith
85sqm(914sq ft) of living space anda thoughtful layoutwith
thekitchen cumdiningroomto the front overlooking the
street, anda sizeable living roomspanning the rear of the
housewithpatio doors to thegardenandawood-burning
stove. There’s off-street parking to the sideof thehouseand
space to the side for anextension.

Periodgood looks in a 1990shome.

ThegardenneedsTLC.

AddressBelmontHouse,Cullahill, CoLaois
AgentSavills
Handsomefour-bedroomcountryhouseon6hectares (15
acres) that includesasubstantial yardandoutbuildings to
developaswell asa two-storeygate lodge.Locatednear
Durrow, thehousehas464sqm(4,994sq ft) of living space full
ofVictorian features suchasdecorative tiled floorsand
marble fireplaces.Thereareseveral reception rooms, includ-
inga library, aswell asa traditional country-style kitchen.

Literally shed loadsof potential.

A lot of roof tomaintain.

Country

ELIZABETHBIRDTHISTLE

Number 2 Pigeon House Road is
home to Martin Treacy and fian-
cee Susan Sweeney McDowell.
The couple purchased the proper-
ty in 2016 for ¤255,000, and decid-
ed to live in it before undertaking
renovations – which were complet-
ed in 2019 – to get a grasp of what
could be done to the house.

“We knew what was possible as
we had been in other properties
along Pigeon House Road, so once
the finance became available we
engaged architect Tadhg Casey to
carry out the works. When we
bought it, there was no upstairs
and it had two small bedrooms on
side, with a kitchen and living area
on the other,” says Treacy.

Now the property comprises a
large open-plan space on the
ground floor, accommodating the
kitchen, dining and living area,
with the two bedrooms and a bath-

room upstairs.
The couple also moved the

courtyard to the rear – it was origi-
nally to the side with the kitchen
wrapped around it. We really
wanted that indoor/outdoor feel-
ing and got it by moving it to the
back. When the doors are open –
as they were through the entire
time of lockdown – you get really
good sunlight, as it is south-facing
and brightens up the entire
room.”

To lend a rustic feel, they incor-
porated a brick wall just inside the
front door, and for entertaining
purposes installed a gin bar under
the stairs. All the joinery – the
kitchen, wardrobes and cabinets –
were built by Jim Browne of
Browne’s Kitchens and Joinery in
Co Limerick – as Treacy is original-

ly from Limerick and Browne had
completed work for other mem-
bers of his family.

The property now extends to
68sq m (732sq ft) and would make
a good alternative to city centre
apartments, as it is self-contained
and a short walk from the city and
Dublin Docklands, with the added
bonus of the courtyard and play-
ing fields to the rear.

The couple are looking to move
to a larger home, and have placed
their home in turnkey condition
on the market through Owen Reil-
ly seeking ¤420,000.

During lockdown, Number 10 –
just a few doors up – and slightly
smaller at 61sq m went on the mar-
ket seeking ¤395,000 and sold
soon afterwards for ¤440,000,
also through Owen Reilly.

ALANNAGALLAGHER

Fans of Ards Forest Park be-
tween Creeslough and Portnab-
lath on Co Donegal’s Wild At-
lantic Way will already know
the work of architect Tom
O’Brien, for many a visitor has
sheltered from the wind and
rain in his thatched folly, Jef-
fry’s House, commissioned by
Donegal County Council in
2014 for this sylvan seaside set-
ting.

Situated at a natural pause
on the boardwalk trail around
the headland, the folly errs on
the side of an art installation
and is lovingly clambered over
by kids of all ages.

The architect was recom-
mended to the owners of 5 Em-
met Street, musician Séan Mac-
Erlaine and artist Michelle
Browne, when they wanted to
contemporise their two-bed-
room artisan cottage, which is
situated just off Fitzgibbon
Street in Dublin 1 (up the road
from one of the city’s best chip-
pers, the Savoy). They have
many architect friends and all
suggested O’Brien, MacEr-
laine says.

And he has done a smart job
adding creature comforts like
insulation and the durable and
slim-framed Velfac aluminium
and wood composite windows,
without losing any of the prop-
erty’s character.

Accessed via a set of granite
steps, the house opens into a
lofty hall where the ceiling
height is 3.8 metres and where
its owners make use of the
space to hang their bikes from
his and her pulleys – clever de-
vices which they bought in one
of the German supermarkets.

The ceiling height in the liv-

ing room, a good square-
shaped room, is slightly lower
at 2.9 metres and it has timber
floorboards and an open fire. A
work by Browne, a reimagining
of the village of Manorhamil-
ton in Co Leitrim, one of the big
art communities outside the
capital, hangs on the wall. This
room could also be used as a
third bedroom.

The property has a villa-style
layout with steps descending to
the broken plan living room
and kitchen, which is set in the
return to the rear. A large
glass- and oak-framed sliding
door softly closes the living
room from the hall and anoth-
er can shut the kitchen from
the living space.

These are beautifully put to-

gether by Cillian Ó Súilleab-
háin, who was awarded the De-
sign and Crafts Council Future-
maker of the Year five years
ago. There is a solid-fuel burn-
ing stove set into the very sim-
ple cast iron surround and
birch ply sheeting covers the
floor.

Below the dining deck is a se-
cret space, a basement studio

hived out of the area below the
living room to the front. This is
accessed via a small, Alice in
Wonderland-like aperture
leading to MacErlaine’s office,
a fully fitted music studio.

From the living room,
French windows open out to a
contemplative garden, about
38sq m in size, that is bordered
to the rear by the high wall of a

building ruin. You can also see
Pavee Point, a cut-stone Geor-
gian building.

The kitchen is in the return,
a space that has been widened
by O’Brien, where there are
Ikea units and lovely timber
countertops by Ó Súilleabháin.
Another door opens out to the
garden where the party wall to
the neighbour’s house is low,
giving lovely views all down the
terrace.There is a utility area
that you walk through to access
the property’s only bathroom,
where there is a separate show-
er and bath.

Upstairs are two bedrooms,
both big enough to fit a double
bed. The main bedroom has
wardrobes by artist Rory Tang-
ney. The second bedroom is be-
decked in primary blues with a
cyan colour on the floorboards
and a slightly darker shade on
the walls. It is a simple and ef-
fective way of creating a
punchy decor.

The property, which has a
C2 Ber rating and measures
89sq m/957sq ft, is seeking
¤425,000.

2PigeonHouseRoad,
Ringsend,
Dublin4

Dublin4,¤420,000

ELIZABETHBIRDTHISTLE

When searching for an apart-
ment almost three decades
ago, public servant Hugh
Fahey had three requirements:
an open fire, wooden floors and
lots of light. He found that this
apartment – which was convert-
ed 30 years ago – satisfied the
list.

“The real reason I picked
this place was for the light. Ori-
entation is the one thing you
cannot change about a proper-
ty. Here the bedrooms – which
are east facing – get the morn-
ing sun, while the living area
and kitchen get the evening
sun from the west. I had to put
blinds in as at times – there is
just so much light coming
through the large sash win-
dows,” recalls Fahey, who has
lived here for 29 years.

The open Portland stone fire-
place, which is original to the
property, was another reason
for his choice, and will make
this attractive for buyers as few
modern apartments have open
fires.

“I just love Christmas here,
and over the years people have
asked at Christmas drinks, ‘is it
a real fire?’, as some people can-
not get over the fact that an
apartment has an open
hearth.”

The 80sq m (861sq ft) apart-
ment sits on the middle floor of
this period house, giving gener-
ous ceiling heights of 2.95m.

Two bedrooms, both of
which are doubles, look over
the street, with the living
space overlooking the rear gar-
den.

One of the benefits of the
apartment, besides its location
in the much sought after
Heytesbury Street beside Por-
tobello, is the fact that the old
carriage entrance to the side of
the property provides secure
parking (one space for each of
the three apartments in the

property) behind large gates.
There is also on-street park-

ing through the residents’ park-
ing permit system.

Fahey is in the process of re-
tiring to his native home in Ca-
hersiveen, Co Kerry, and has
placed his apartment on the
market through agent Felicity
Fox seeking ¤445,000.

Property The Market

Description:Atwo- to
three-bedroomartisan
cottage that hasbeen
contemporisedby architect
TomO’Brien.
Agent:DNG

Stylishlyrevampedtwo-bed

Reworkedcottagehitshighnotes
Town&Country
Twohomes,oneprice

¤525,000
Town

5EmmetStreet,
NorthCircularRoad,
Dublin1

Withavilla-style layout, this two-bedartisanD1cottage is full ofmoderncomfortsbut retains its character

Description:Renovatedand
extended two-bedcottage
Agent:OwenReilly

Apartment2,
HeytesburyHouse,
14Heytesbury
Street,
Dublin8

Lightandfire inoldworldcitypad
Dublin8¤445,000

Dublin1¤425,000

Description:Two-bedroom
apartment in period house
Agent:FelicityFox
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