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Old meets new
in Dublin 6
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| different styles
from €850k Page 3

Fall in love by the gasworks wall from €730k

Nine townhouses have been cleverly fitted along a challenging narrow strip on the former site of a rope factory in Ringsend.

Bernice
Harrison

small development of

nine townhouses on

South Lotts Road in

ingsend offers buy-

ersinthe Dublin4 areaaninter-

esting alternative to the apart-

ment schemes currently on of-
fer.

Onalongnarrow site, set be-
tween the towering Victorian
gasometer and the two-storey
artisan red-brick dwellings on
Gordon Street, there is now a
terrace of three four-bed and
six three-bed houses. They go
on sale this Saturday with pric-
es starting at €730,000 for the
three beds rising to €850,000
for the four beds.

The design shows just what
can be done on a challenging
site and this one got its unusual
dimensions and the name from
its use 100 years ago as a rope
factory. Long before this area
became digi central with gleam-
ing glass office towers housing
global tech firms with thou-
sands of young workers from
all over the world, it was home
to dockers and factories for
shipbuilding-related trades. As
such, the developers, G2 Con-
struction, hit on the name The
Ropery forits mews style devel-
opment.

The nine houses are in a ter-
race fringed by a path and they
range in size from 96sq m
(1,033 sq ft) to 130sq m (1,400
sq ft).

All have a slightly different
interior layout but the four bed-
room versions are three storey
-with thelarge fourth bedroom
and en suite located on the top
floor. In all styles, there are
three bedrooms on the ground
floor - two good-sized doubles,
one with en suite, with built-in
wardrobes, and a large single -
as well as the smartly appoint-
ed bathroom.

Two of the bedrooms open
out to a ground floor terrace at
the rear - the first of two terrac-
esineach house-eachoneclev-
erly screened from its neigh-
bour for privacy.

The living accommodation
is on the first floor for reasons
thatare all to do with the unusu-
alsite. Itwas, saysthe architect
LarryPierce of Pierce and Asso-
ciates to make best use of the
light-and for the “wow factor”
of the view of the gasometer.
Bedrooms don’t need so much
sunlight, while the living and
kitchen areas — where people
spend most time -do. So on the
first floor is a long living room
with floor-to-ceiling glazing
and access out via a sliding
glazed panel to the second ter-
race.

‘ The design

shows just
what can be done
on a challenging
site

It’s up here where you get
thebestsense of the urbanloca-
tion; that while the square foot-
age and number of bedrooms
inthe housesin The Roperyare
more usually found in subur-
ban new builds, there’s no
doubting these are city homes.
The view from the sofa in the
very smartly designed show-
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house is of the gasometer, and
beyond that the area’s
ever-changing skyline with its
tall glass-walled office blocks.
The kitchen, located to the
front, is separate from the liv-
ingarea,arare enough findina
contemporary townhouse.
Thiswillincrease the desirabili-
ty of The Ropery for downsiz-
ers as well as young families. It
is fitted with sleek Athena inte-
grated units in glossy grey,
with handle-less doors to carry
through the contemporary
look and there are Siemens ap-
pliances and Silestone quartz
worktops. There is space in the
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kitchen for a small bistro type
table while daylight comes
fromalargerooflightand anar-
rowwindow. To protect the pri-
vacy of the homeowners on
Gordon Street whose homes
back on to The Ropery, there
are no large windows in the
front facade.

As well as the fitted ward-
robes, storage options include
a large walk-in cupboard off
the landing and space under
the stairs.

Pierce kept the materials
simple - brick, render and ce-
dar cladding - and says the
creamy white brick - imported

from Italy - was chosen for its
light reflecting properties.

The A3 rating indicates a
build with excellent thermal
and sound insulation. The hous-
es also have solar panels, an
Aerecodemand-controlled ven-
tilation system and other ener-
gy efficient features to keep
bills down and increase home
comfort.

Innovationin space

Thelargest three bed -number
9 - will be of most interest to
someone who works from
home as it has an additional
small room that could be used
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as a study. At the end of the
path that runs along the ter-
race, it is the most private in
the development and with
110sq m (1,1840 sq ft) it is
priced at €760,000.

“This was a completely unu-
sual project, squeezed in the
middle of the city centre,” says
Pierce. “You had to innovate in
terms of space.”

Each house having two ter-
raceswas, he says, “anurbanre-
sponse” — while there was no
room for gardens, people value
their own private outdoor
space.

Pierce notes that the coun-
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cil’s planners were sympathet-
ic to the scheme - something
thatshould encourage other de-
velopers spotting unusual sites
that at first seem too challeng-
ing but whose location out-
weighs most difficulties.

Each house in The Ropery
comes with a parking space
and there are bicycle stands, al-
though given its prime location
—withinwalking distance of the
city centre and the restaurants
and shops that have sprung up
nearby, particularly along Bath
Avenue and in Grand Canal
Dock, a car would be an option-
al extra for many people.

The very smart Lotts & Co
deli and wine shop is the near-
est shop to the development, a
sign how this part of Ringsend
has changed beyond imagining
in the past 20 years.

There will be a small man-
agement fee - as yet undecided
- but it should be relatively
small given the style of the
build and the low maintenance
nature of the site with its mini-
mal landscaping.

Agent Owen Reilly is han-
dling the sale of the nine town-
houses in The Ropery, with the
showhouses open on Saturday
for first viewing.
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15 Castlepark Residence,
Castlepark Road, Dalkey

b

€775,000

PERFECTLY.

8 Hamilton House, Wellington Lane,

Ballsbridge

Knight
Frank

€495,000

9 20-21 Upper Pembroke Street, Dublin 2

Attractive, well presented semi-detached family home built
by O’Malley Construction c. 1994. Mature and private cul-de-
sac setting. South facing rear garden. Converted attic space
(Approx. 180 sq.ft)

On View: Sat 11.00 - 12.00 noon
Approx. 103 sq.m. / 1,108 sq.ft.

BER No: 111136248

= 2 w2 £33
Agents: Rena O’Kelly /Jacqui McCabe EEdcs
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+353 1 634 2466

Luxuriously appointed top floor (2nd) three bedroom
apartment. Designated car parking. Lift . South facing balcony.
Separate garage and storage unit. Underfloor Heating.

BER No: 103074555
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On view by appointment
Approx. 95 sq.m. / 1,023 sq.ft.

Agents: Jacqui McCabe / Guy Craigie

XX enquiries@ie.knightfrank.com & www.knightfrank.ie

A 21st Century A rated residence set in a Victorian terrace. No.
12 has been totally rebuilt and redesigned from the ground up.
Approx. 179 sq. m/1926 sq. ft. of accommodation in the heart
of Portobello only minutes from the city centre.

BER No: 1101163623
3 w2 P4
EDE

On view by appointment
Approx. 179 sq.m. / 1,926 sq.ft.

Agents: Peter Kenny / Rena O’Kelly
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A large, well-presented, dual aspect, own door apartment.
Located in a small, gated and mature residential development
close to all the amenities that Ballsbridge and nearby Baggot
Street have to offer.

On View: Sat 11.00 - 11.30 am
Approx. 81 sq.m. /872 sq.ft.

BER No: 107559908
& 1 w2 222

Agents: Guy Craigie / Rena O’'Kelly (BER Y

PSR REG.NO. 001880




