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Before Room to Improve ever
graced our screens, Dermot
Bannon appeared on House
Hunters along with property
finder Liz O’Kane.

One of the houses shown in
that series was number 8 Rock-
ville Drive, a mid-century semi
that hadn’t been touched since
it had been built. Bannon reim-
agined it in what is now consid-
ered his signature style, “to
open up the house as much as
possible, to bring in clean lines
andlots of light”, as its owner ex-
plains.

The work was completed in
2006 and turned what was a rel-
atively modest semi into a large
three-bed home extending to
an overall floor area of 230sq m
(2,476sq ft), including its 18sq
m attic room conversion.

Back then, the owner’s needs
were different. ”I wanted a
bachelor pad, complete with
TV in the bath, and converted
the attic into a pool room.”

Bannon, who had been rec-
ommended to him by a friend,
came good on all his requests –
but life had other ideas. Now
married with an 11-year-old
daughter, the owner has had to
cede such spaces for other,
more practical uses.

It flows really well as a family
home as it has all the small en-
gine rooms you need, starting
with a windowed guest toilet
and a cloakroom off the origi-
nal hall.

Access to the living room is
via double glass doors, which
are off an inner, walnut-floored
hall. South-facing and overlook-
ing a gorgeous green, this is a
calm space where you could
turn the sound up as loud as you

like, as other household mem-
bers have plenty of exit strategy
options, starting with the large
kitchen/familyroom witha utili-
ty and separate games room off
it.

Bannon brought light into
the large space by setting the
ceiling lights into the middle of
the room.

An interesting feature is its
skirting-board radiators, which
cover about half the space but
all of the games room, where
they offer an alternative to
wall-hung options and are less
invasive than underfloor heat-
ing.

Even with the sizeable

two-storey extension, the gar-
den remains impressive. Ex-
tending to 23m in length and
more than 8.5m in width, it is
set out mainly in lawn with a
deck linking the family room to
the exterior. The green space is
punctuated by neatly mani-
cured specimen trees and there
is a garden shed to the rear
where you can store bikes.

The house is within a
five-minute walk of both prima-
ry and secondary schools, the
latter being one of the few co-ed
and non-fee- paying options
within the greater Blackrock
area.

The main bedroom now

spans the width of the house
and overlooks the green to the
front. Originally two rooms, it
now comprises a large bed-
room with wardrobe space as
well as an internal walk-in ward-
robe and windowed shower en
suite with twin sinks.

There are two more doubles,
one with recessed wardrobes,
and these share the family bath-
room, where there is a
high-spec jacuzzi bath with a
built-in TV, which his daughter
uses as a place to go and watch
Friends reruns.

The house is for sale through
DNG with an asking price of
¤885,000.

Reimagined in Dermot Bannon’s style

8RockvilleDrive,
Blackrock,
CoDublin

Property The Market

30 Elmpark Avenue, Ranelagh, Dublin 6.

Stunning three bedroom plus home office Victorian residence with extension
to rear. Quiet cul de sac setting just off the main street in Ranelagh Village.

Asking price €795,000 Floor area: 101 sq. m.

11 Albert Place East, Lower Grand Canal Street, Dublin 2.

Charming and spacious 3 bedroom period residence with a south facing
garden. Quiet cul de sac, five minutes’ walk from Merrion Square.

Asking price €950,000 Floor area: 137 sq. m.

13 Lansdowne Park, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.

Wonderful 1930’s semi-detached three bedroom house with award winning
extension and an amazing garden. Superb setting overlooking a green.

Asking price €1,100,000 Floor area: 130 sq. m.

8 Hollybrook, Brighton Road, Foxrock, Dublin 18.

Elegant two bedroom apartment in luxury, gated development with resident‘s
concierge & leisure facilities. West facing, two car spaces, ample storage.

Asking price €690,000 Floor area: 115 sq. m.

426 Griffith Avenue, Glasnevin, Dublin 9.

Attractive, superbly located, four bedroom semi-detached house with a south
facing garden, integrated garage and converted attic.

Asking price €850,000 Floor area: 150 sq. m.

15 The Granary, Distillery Lofts, Drumcondra, Dublin 3.

Incredible three bedroom loft style penthouse with stunning views in a
converted whiskey distillery. Adjacent to Croke Park.

Asking price €1,200,000 Floor area: 330 sq. m.

On view Saturday 11th June from 10.00am to 10.30am. On view Saturday 11th June from 1.00pm to 1.45pm. On view by appointment.

On view Saturday 11th June from 11.00am to 12.00pm.On view Saturday 11th June from 11.00am to 11.30am. On view Saturday 11th June from 12.15pm to 12.45pm.
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Mid-century three-bed semi now extends to a light-filled family-friendly living space of 230sq m

CoDublin¤995,000

Description: Reimagined,
light-filled mid-century semi
with a large garden overlook-
ing a green
Agent: DNG
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